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Prevalence of Smoking among Secondary School and Vocation School Students
in Nakhon Pathom Province
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Abstract

This analytic cross-sectional study aimed to determine the prevalence of smoking, use of
cigarettes / tobacco products, knowledge of tobacco hazards among secondary school and vocational
school students.

The population was 27,310 students. A total of 1,158 students were randomly selected through
the stratified two-stage cluster sampling from 4 schools in Nakhon Pathom province. The data were
collected by using questionnaires. The comparison of the prevalence of smoking was made by using
Chi-square test (3\‘2—
test), and factors related to smoking behaviors were analyzed by using Multinomial Logistic
Regression.

The results of the study revealed that the prevalence of smoking was 17.0%. Vocational
school students were more likely to smoke than secondary school students. Mean scores of knowledge
of tobacco hazards in secondary school students (5.80) was significantly lower than that of vocational
school students (6.13), P=0.03.Factors related to smoking are age, daily income, lived with other
people and type of school. The school should determine hours teaching knowledge and awareness of
tobacco each semester and assist smoking students to stop smoking.

Keywords: Prevalence of smoking, Secondary school students, Vocational school students
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